Organizing pains.
Chronic pain is sustained by central neuronal sensitization, with many similar characteristics irrespective of the type of injury incurred. Nevertheless, pain arising from nerve injury (neuropathic pain) is resistant to centrally acting analgesics, whereas inflammatory pain responds well. New research indicates that the role of spinal NMDA receptors in chronic pain depends on adaptor proteins of the membrane-associated guanylate kinase (MAGUK) family and raises the possibility that complexes of different composition might contribute differentially to different pain states.